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Enter Brutus And Scicinim. 

Bra. All tongues fpeake of him,and the bleared fights 
Are fpc&aclcd to fee him. Your pratling Nurfe 
Into a rapture lets her Baby crie. 

While llie chats him: the Kitchin Malkin pinnes 
Her richeft Lockram’bout her recchie nccke, 

Clambring the Walls to eye him: 

Stalls,Bulkcs,Windowe$,are fmojhcr’d vp, 

Leadcs filled, and Ridges hors’d 
With variable Complexions; all agreeing 
Inearneftnefle to fee him: feld-fhownc Flamins 
Doe pvefle among the popularThrongs,and pufFc 
To winne a vulgar ftation: our vey I’d Dames 
Commit the Warreof White and Damaske 
In their nicely gawded Checkes,toth’wanton fpoyle 
Of Phoebus burning Rifles: fuch a poother. 

As if that whatfoeuer G©d,who lcades him, 

‘Were flyly crept into his humane powers. 

And gauehim graccfull pofturc. 

Scicin. On the fuddaine,I warrant him Confull. 
Brutus. Then our Office may, during his power, goc 
fleepe. 

Scicin. He cannot temp’rately tranfport his Honors, 
From where he ffiould begin,and end,but will 
Lofe thofc he bas$» wonne. 

Brutus. In that there’s comfort. 

Scici. Doubt not. 

The Commoners,for whom we Hand, but they 
Vpon their ancient mallicc,will forget 
With the lcaft caufe,thefc his new Honors, 

Which chat he will giue thcir.jtnake i as little quefiion. 
As he is prowd to doo’t. 

Brutus. I heard him fweare, 

Were he to (land for ConfulI,neuer would he 
Appearc i’cb’Market place,noron him put 
The Naples Vefture of Humilitie, 

Nor fhcwing(a$ the manner is)his Wounds 
Toth’People,begge their (linking Breaths. 

. Scicin. ’fis right. 

Brutus. It was his word: 

Oh he would mifl'e it, rather then carry it. 

But by the fuitc of the Gentry to him. 

And the defirc of the Nobles. 

Scicin. Iwifhnobetter,thenhauchimholdthatpur- 
pofe,and to put it in execution. 

Brutus. Tis mod like he will, 

Scicin, It fhn.ll be to him then, as our good wills • a 
fare deftruef ion. 

Brutus. So it mud fall out 
To him.or our Authorities.for an end. 

Wc mud fugged the Peoplc,in what hatred 
He dill hath held them: that to’s power he would 
Hauc made them Mtiles.filcnc’d their Pleaders, 

And difpropertied their Freedomes; holding them. 

In humane A£lion,and Capacitie, 

Of no more Soulc.nor fitnefle for the World, 

Then Cammcls in their Warre.who haue their Prouand 
Oncly for bearing Burtbens,and fore blowes 
For finking voder them. 

Scicin. This(asyou fay)fuggeded. 

At fomc time,whcn his loaring Iol’olence 
Shall teach the People, which time (ball not want, 

It he be put vpon’t,and that’s as eafie. 

As to fee Dogges on Shcepe.will be his fire 


aze 


To kindle their dry Stubble - : anchheftBl 
anall darken him for cuer. 

Enter aMeffenger^ 

•3 

Brutus'. What’s the matter ? 

Tilef.- You arc fent for to the Capital • 

’Tis thoughr.that <Jllartius (hall be Confuji • 

I haue feenc the dumbe men throng to ft-u‘ 

And the blind to hcarc him fpeak:M atron s fl™* 
Ladies and Maids their Scarffes.and HanHt. * 

Vpon him as he pafs’d: the Nobles bended ’ 

As to hues Scatuc,and the Commons made 
A Shower,and Thunder,with their Caps an j CL 
Ineuerfawthelike. ps,and Sbowt* 

Brutus. Let’s to the Capitol!, 

And carry with vs Earesand Eyes forth’tin.. 

But Hearts for the cucnr. * ” ’ 

Scicin. Haue with you. _ 

Exeunt. 

Enter two Officers, to lay Cu(hio»s asitw . n 
in the Capitoll. ‘ ' ’ 

1. Of. Comc,come,they are almod her?. i, 

ftand for Confulffiips ? 7 * ’ ho ***l 

2 . Of. Three,they fay: but ’tis thought ofeue™ 

Cortolanus will carry it. ler yone, 

i.Of. That’s a braue fellow: but bee's venw 
prowd,and loues not the common people. S ' 3I1CC 
2 . Of. ’Faith,there hath bcene many great m,„ ,i 
hauc flatter’d the people, who ne’rc loued themed there 
be many that they haue loued,they know not wherefo 
fo that if they loue they know not why, they haceJ.’ 
no better a ground. Therefore, for QmWnevthe-ti 
care whether they loue, or hate him, manifeft, ‘the true 
Knowledge he ha s m their difpofition.and out ofhisNo. 
ble carelcfnefle lets them plaincly iee’t. 

i. Of If he did not care whether he had their lout or 

no, hee waued indifferently/twixt doing them neythcr 
good,nor harmc ; but hee feekes their bate with greater 
deuotion,then they can render it him; and leaucs nothing 
vndonCythat may fully difeouer him theiroppolite. Now 
to feemc to afted the mallice and difpleafure of the Peo- 
ple^is as bad^as that which he diflikes, to flatter them for 
their loue. 

2 ; Off , Hcc hath deferued worthily of his Countrcy, 
and hisaflent is not by fuch eafie degrees asthofe, who 
hauing beenefupple and courteous to the People, Bon- 
netted.without any further deed, to haue them ataiiinto 
their efliraation, and report: but hee hath foplantedhis 
Honors in their Eycs,and his aflions in their Hearts, that 
for their Tongues to be filent,and not ccnfelTe io much, 
were a kinde of ingratefull Iniurie: to report otherwife, 
were a Mallicc, that giuing it felfe the Lye,would pluckc 
reproofe and rebuke from cuery Earc that heard it. 

i •Off. Nomore ofhim, hce's a worthyman; make 
way,tbey arc comming, 

si Sennet * Enter the Pdtricians % and the Tribunes f 

the People ^Litters before them: Cmolanw % Went- 
ttim,Cominius the Confitl: Scicin tut and Erutw 
take their places by themfclnes: Qorio • 
lama /lands. 

Menen. Hauing determin’d of the Voices, 

And to fend for Titos Lartiw: it remaines, 

As the mainc Point of this our after-meeting, 
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tT^ifiehis Noble feruicc,that hath ■ 

T u g flood for his Countrey .Therefore pleafe y< 

K«^nd,nd g rau=Eldm.,odrf,r C 

' t ft„i Confull, and Uft Gcntiall, 

, r well-found Succeflcs,to report 
flit tie 0 f that worthy Worke, perform’d 
c (Marti* Caius Cortolanus .-whom 
y met here,both to thankc,and to remember, 
lyith Honors like himfelfe. 

Speake.good Coainius .- 
. ,ip nothing out for length, and make vs thinke 
j.ther our dates defediue for requitall, 

L {0 we to fttetch it out. Maftcrs a’th’ People, 

\Ve doe requeft your kindeft cares: and after 
y ur louing motion toward the common Body, 

Toveeld what pafles here. . 

Scicin- We are conucnted vpon apleafingTreatie,ana 
haue hearts inclinable to honor and aduance the 1 iieame 
r four Alforobly* 

Srittus- Which the rather wee (hall be blcfl to doe, if 
he remember a kinder value of the people, then he hath 

hereto pnz d them at. . 

Maun. That’s off,that’s off: I would you rather had 
been filent: Pleafe you to neare Cominim fpeake? 

'Brutus. Moft willingly : but yet my Caution was 
more pertinent then the rebuke you giuc it.. 

Merten. He loues your People, but tye him not to be 
their Bed-fellow: Worthie Cominius fpeake. 

CorioUnus rifes,And offers to goc awAjt 
Nay, keepe your place. , ' 

Sc»at. Sic CorioUnus: neuer (hame to heare 
What you haue Nobly done. 

final. Your Honors pardon: 

I had rather hauc my Wounds to heale againe. 

Then heare fay how I got them. 

"Brutus. Sir,I hope my words dis-bcnch’d you not ? 
find. No Sir: yet oft, 

When blowes haue made me ftay,I fled from words. 

You footh’d not,therefore hurt not: but your People, 
Iloue them as they weigh— 

Menen. Pray now fit downe. 

Corio. I had rather haue one fcratch my Head i’th’ Sun, 
When the Alarum were ftrucke,then idly fit 
To heare my Nothings monfter’d. Exit CorioUnus 

Menen. Matters of che People, 

Your multiplying Spawnc,how can he flatter ? 

That’s thoufand to one good one,when you now fee 
He had rather venture all his Limbcs for Honor, 

Then on ones Eares to heare it. Proceed Cominius. 

Com. I (hall lacke voyce: the deeds of CorioUnus 
Should not be vtter’d feebly : it is held. 

That Valour is the chicfcft Veitue, 

And moft dignifies the hauer: if it be, 

Theman I fpeake of, cannot in the World 
Befingly counter-poys’d. At fixteene yeeres, 

When Tarquin made a Head for Rome,he fought 
Beyond the marke of others: our then Dictator, 

Whom with all prayfe I point at, faw him fight, 

When with his Amazonian Shinne he drone 
The brizled Lippes before him : he beftrid 
An o’re-preft Roman,and i’th’Confuls view 
Slew three Oppofcrs: Turejuins felfe he met, 

And ftruoke him on his Knee: in that dayesTeates, 

When he might a6l the Woman inthe Scene, 

He prou’d beft man i’th’ field,and for his meed 
I Was Brow-bound with thcOake. His Pupil! age 


Man-entred thus,he wasted like a Sea, 

•And in the brunt of feuenteeneBatrailes fince. 

He lurcht all Swords of the Garland: for this laft. 

Before, and in Corioles, let me fay 
I cannot fpeake him home: he ftopt the flyers. 

And by his rare example made the Coward 
Turne terror into fport: as Weeds before 
A Veffell voder fayle,fo men obey’d. 

And fell below his Stem: his Sword,Deaths ftampe, > 

Where it did marke,it tookc from face to foot; 

He was a thing otBlood,whofe cuery motion 
Was tim ! d with dying Cryes: alone he entred 
The rnortallGateof th’Citie,which he painted 
With fliunlefle deftinie : aydelcffe came off. 

And with a hidden re-inforccment ftruckc 
Carioles like a Planet: now all’s his, 

When by and by thedinne of Warre gan pierce 
His readie fence : then ftraight his doubled lpiric 
Requickned what in flefh was fatigate, 

And to the Battaile came he,where he did 
Runne reeking o’re the hues of men,as if’twere 
A perpetuall fpoyle:and till we call’d 
Both Field and Citie ours,hc neuer flood 
To eafe his Breft with panting. 

Menen. Worthyman. 

SenAt. He cannot but with meafure fit the Honors 
which we deuife him. 

Com. Our fpoylcs he kickt at, 

And look’d vpon things precious, as they were 
The common Muck of the World: he couets lefle 
Then Miferie it felfe would giue,rewards his deeds 
With doing them, and is content 
To fpend the time.to end it. 

Menen. Hee’s right Noble,ler him be call’d for. 

Senat. Call fforioUnus. 

Off. He doth appeare. 

Enter CorioUnus. 


Menen. The Senatc,C»v»/<i»M/,are well pleas’d tc make 
thee Confull. * 

Corio. 1 doc owe them ftill my Life,and Sendees. 

Menen. It then remaines, that you doe fpeake tothe 
People. 

Corio. I doe befeech you, 

Let me o’re-leape that cuftome: for I cannot 
Put on the Gowne,ftand naked,and entreat them 
For my Wounds fake,to giue their fufferage: 

Pleafe you that I may p^fle this doing. 

Scicin. Sir, the People mu ft haue their V oyces 2 
Neyther will they bate one iot ofCcremonie. 

THenen. Put them not too’t: 

Pray you goe fit you to the Cuftome, 

And take to you.as your Predeceflors haue. 

Your Honor with your forme. 

Corio. It is a part that I (hall blufh in a£fing, 

And might well be taken from the People. 

Brutus. Marke you that. 

Corio. Tobragvncothem,thu$Idid,andthus 
Shew them th’vnakingSkarrcs.which I fhouldhidcj 
As if I had rccciu’d them for the hyre 
Of their breath oncly. 

Menen. Doe not ftand vpon’t: 

We recommend to you Tribanes of the People 
Our purpofe to them,and to otit Noble Confull 
Wifh we all Ioy,and-Honor. 

Senat. To| 
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